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Introduction  

The Conflict Monitoring Center (CMC) is an Islamabad based independent research 

organization which focuses on anti-state and anti-government insurgencies and counter-militancy 

campaigns in South Asia, particularly Afghanistan, India and Pakistan. It incorporates its findings in 

monthly security reports and releases them to the press for general information as well as scholarly 

analysis.  

CMC prepares monthly reports on the basis of data 

collected from mainstream national and international media 

organizations. The reports also include the analysis and 

findings based on the information gathered through field 

reporters / researchers, and sources within security agencies, 

government departments, and militants’ organizations.   

Methodology 

 The incidents of violence, arising out of political 

conflicts, such as anti-state and / or anti-government 

insurgencies and counter-militancy campaigns, reported in 

national and internal media organizations, are recorded on 

daily basis. These incidents are divided into three broad 

categories, i.e., security forces actions, militants’ activities 

and others. The former refers to the actions of armed forces, 

paramilitary forces, police etc. These actions have been 

further divided into air-raids, security forces operations 

(which include all ground operations including search and 

clearance operations), shelling, and others. The militant 

activities refer to all sorts of insurgents’ actions carried out by 

anti-state or anti-government elements against security forces, 

government machinery, and civilians. These activities are 

further divided into assaults (including raids and ambushes), 

bomb blasts (IEDs), suicide attacks, and target killings etc. 

The third or the other category includes drone attacks, cross 

border attack (firing / shelling), mysterious killings, suicides 

etc.  The data is processed for each country and province / 

region as well as attack-wise for each month.  

 

Geographical Divisions 

   Pakistan is geographically divided in to eight units: 

Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT), Federally Administered 

Tribal Areas (FATA), Azad Kashmir, Gilgit Baltistan (GB) or formerly Northern Areas and 

four provinces Baluchistan, Khyber PK, Punjab and Sind.  

Abbreviations used in the 

report 

Nos. = Number of incidents  

SFP=Security Forces 

Personnel  

RZ=Razakar (Pro-

government tribal militias)  

M=Militant 

C=Civilian 

Arst=Arrested by Security 

Forces 

Knp=Kidnappings by 

militants.   

IED= Improvised Explosive 

Device or Handmade bombs 

MrS= Mortar Shelling  

CBA=Cross Border Attack 

SA= Suicide Attack 

RA=Rocket Attack 

MA= Militant Assault 

TK= Targeted Killing 

K=Kidnapping 

KK=Kidnapping and Killing 

NtC= NATO Container 
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Executive Summary 

The security threats are looming large ahead of election campaign in the country. The 

insurgents and sectarian organizations have intensified their activities to pressurize the political 

parties and government to accept their demands for the sake of holding peaceful elections in the 

country. The political and religious parties are divided on regional and sectarian lines on the 

issue of peace talks with TTP. The sectarian divide has been sharpened after increased attacks 

on Shiah population in various parts of the country. More incidents of violence are expected 

during the election campaign.  

The militancy and counter-insurgency campaign claimed lives of about four hundred 

people and left more than five hundreds others wounded during the month of February 2013. 

Out of total 401 killed, 280 became victims of militants’ activities while 121 others lost their 

lives in counter-insurgencies actions by Pakistani security forces. The victims of militants’ 

activities were mostly civilians as 173 out of 280 total killed in their hands were non-combatant 

ordinary people. The militants used IEDs as most lethal weapon which claimed at least 121 

lives and left more than 316 others wounded in 31 incidents. Except five, all victims of IEDs 

were civilians. The highest killings in IEDs were reported in Baluchistan, i.e. 86, besides 200 

left injured. All those killed or injured were civilians. IEDs also took lives of 24 civilians in 

FATA. The largest victims of suicide attacks were also the civilians. At least 45 out of total 90 

killed in seven suicide attacks were ordinary people. The number of suicide attacks in February 

2013 increased by three times as compared to January 2013. Most of the militants’ activities 

were reported in KPK where 107 people were killed followed by 90 in Baluchistan, 73 in 

FATA and 10 in Sind.   

FATA remained the worst hit area by violence where 189 people were killed, followed 

by 109 in KPK and 90 in Baluchistan. In FATA, most of those killed were suspected militants, 

i.e. 147 out of 189. The security forces actions were also concentrated mostly in FATA where 

they killed 111 militants. The data compiled by the CMC shows that at least 13 districts of 

Khyber PK, 8 districts of Baluchistan, and 6 agencies of FTA were affected by violence.  The 

violent-hit districts in Khyber PK included: Bannu, Carsadda, D. I. Khan, Hangu, Kohat, Laki 

Marwat, Lower Dir, Mardan, Tank, Nowshehra, Peshawer, Swabi, and Swat. In Baluchistan, 

these districts were affected by violence: Barkhan, Dalbandein, Dera Bugti, Nasirabad, Pasni, 

Qallat, Quetta and Turbat. These agencies of FATA were hit by militancy: Orakzai, Khyber, 

Kurram, Mohmand, North Waziristan and South Waziristan.  
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Three provincial capitals, i.e. Karachi, Quetta and Peshawar and latter’s adjoining 

Khyber Agency of FATA have been the main targets of the militants during the month. All 

these areas also have significance for NATO forces due to their location on its supply routes. 

However, the escalation of militants’ activities in these districts shows the influence and 

strength of insurgents who are now openly challenging the writ of the government in its 

provincial heartlands.  

The militants have stepped up their activities ahead of announcement of election 

schedule in the country in a bid to pressurize the government and political parties to review 

their policy towards war on terror. A dramatic increase in causalities in militants’ activities has 

been observed during the last two months. A steady decline in militants’ activities and ensuing 

casualties was observed since April 2012 but now there has been a sudden increase in the 

number of casualties from January 2013. Contrary to the widely held apprehensions that either 

the government or the establishment was behind the present wave of violence for various 

reasons, the CMC report claims that the militants were the main responsible were these acts. It 

noted that militants were determined to unleash terror in order to force a peace deal on the 

government and political parties which are anxious to hold elections in a peaceful environment. 

The main political parties are divided on the issue of talks with TTP. There were two APCs 

organized by two different political parties on the issue of holding peace talks with TTP. Some 

parties participated halfheartedly while some others did not bother to attend them. The sincerity 

of some parties to peace talks is also doubtful. The most of the Shia and Bralevi organizations 

are bitterly opposed to the idea of any talks with TTP. The widening political and sectarian 

divide can have far-reaching security implications for the country.  
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Pakistan Security Report: February 2013 

 

National Security Profile 

The militancy and counter-insurgency campaign took lives of about four hundred 

people and left more than five hundreds other wounded during the month of February 2013.  

Those killed included militants and the civilians in equal number, i.e. 77 each, besides 44 

security personnel and 3 Razakars. Out of total 401 people killed in the month, 280 became 

victims of militants’ activities while 121 other lost their lives in counter-insurgencies actions by 

Pakistani security forces. The victims of militants’ activities were mostly civilians as 173 out of 

280 total killed in the hands of militants were non-combatant ordinary people. At least 40 

security personnel, 4 Razakars and 64 militants were also killed in insurgency. All but eight out 

of the 121 victims of counter-militancy campaign were militants. Only four civilians and four 

security personnel were killed during actions initiated by the security forces.  

CATEGORY-WISE DETAILS OF CASUALTIES IN FEBRUARY 2013 

S.# Nature of Attack No. of 

Incidents 

Killed Injured 

SFP RZ M C Total SFP RZ M C Total 

1. Militant Activities 87 40 3 64 173 280 53 1 45 391 490 

2. Security Forces Actions 40 4 0 113 4 121 10 0 19 0 29 

GRAND TOTAL 127 44 3 177 177 401 63 1 64 391 519 

 

FATA remained the worst hit area by violence where 189 people were killed, followed 

by 109 in KPK and 90 in Baluchistan. In FATA, most of those killed were suspected militants, 

i.e. 147 out of 189. In KPK most, and in Baluchistan almost all (89 out of 90), victims of 

insurgency were civilians. In Sind, 10 people were killed while Punjab remained relatively 

most peaceful province where only three people lost their lives in insurgency.   

PROVINCE-WISE DETAILS OF CASUALTIES IN FEBRUARY 2013 

S.# Nature of Attack No. of 

Incidents 

Killed Injured 

SFP zR M C Total SFP RZ M C Total 

.1  Baluchistan 14 1 0 0 89 90 5 0 0 210 215 

2. KPK 52 30 2 29 48 109 28 0 0 81 109 

.3  Punjab 2 1 0 0 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 

.4  Sindh 7 4 0 1 5 10 6 0 0 31 37 

.5  FATA 52 8 1 147 33 189 24 1 64 69 158 

GRAND TOTAL 127 44 3 177 177 401 63 1 64 391 519 
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Security Forces’ Actions 

The data shows that security forces actions were mostly concentrated in FATA where 

they killed 111militants in 19 different actions. It also took lives of three security personnel and 

two civilians. The security forces killed at least 2 militants in KPK during the month.  

PROVINCE-WISE DETAILS OF SECURITY FORCES ACTIONS IN FEBRUARY 2013 

S.# Nature of Attack No. of 

Inci-

dents 

Killed Injured 

SFP zR M C Total SFP zR M C Total 

.1  Baluchistan 
1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2. KPK 
18 0 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 

.3  Sind 
2 1 0 0 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 

.4  FATA 
19 3 0 111 2 116 10 0 19 0 29 

GRAND TOTAL 40 4 0 113 4 121 10 0 19 0 29 

 

Militants’ Activities 

Most of the militants’ activities were reported in KPK where 107 people including 48 

civilians, 30 security personnel, and 2 Razakars were killed during the month. In FATA, 73 

people including 31 civilians and 5 security personnel became victims of the militancy. In 

Baluchistan, militants took lives of 90 people and they killed 10 more people in Sind.   

PROVINCE-WISE DETAILS OF MILITANTS’ ACTIVITIES IN FEBRUARY 2013 

S.# Nature of Attack No. of 

Inci-

dents 

Killed Injured 

SFP ZR  M C Total SFP ZR  M C Total 

.1  BALUCHISTAN 13 1 0 0 89 90 5 0 0 210 215 

2. 
FATA 33 5 1 36 31 73 14 1 45 69 129 

.3  
KPK 34 30 2 27 48 107 28 0 0 81 109 

.4  
SIND 

7 4 0 1 5 10 6 0 0 31 37 

GRAND TOTAL 87 40 3 64 173 280 53 1 45 391 490 

 

Indiscriminate Killings of Civilians 

The militants used IEDs as most lethal weapon in their war against the state of Pakistan 

and its people as it took at least 121 lives and left more than 316 others wounded in 31 different 

IED blasts. Except five, all victims of IEDs were civilians. The highest killings in IEDs were 

reported in Baluchistan where 86 people were killed and 200 others left injured in four different 

incidents. All those killed or injured in the province were civilians. In FATA, IEDs took lives 
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of 28 people including 24 civilians and 4 security personnel in 13 different incidents. IEDs also 

took five lives in Sind and two in KPK during the month.  

PROVINCE-WISE DETAILS OF IEDs IN FEBRUARY 2013 

S.# Nature of Attack No. of 

Inci-

dents 

Killed Injured 

SFP zR M C Total SFP zR M C Total 

 Baluchistan 4 0 0 0 86 86 0 0 0 200 200 

 FATA 13 4 0 0 24 28 13 1 0 58 72 

 KPK 12 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 18 18 

 Sindh 2 1 0 0 4 5 5 0 0 21 26 

GRAND TOTAL 31 5 0 0 116 121 18 1 0 297 316 

 

Indiscriminate killing of civilians illustrates the mercilessness and ferocity of insurgents 

in the country. The largest victims of suicide attacks were also the civilians. At least 45 out of 

total 90 killed in seven suicide attacks were ordinary people. These attacks also took lives of 23 

security personnel and 22 militants. Number of suicide attacks in February 2013 increased by 

three times as compared to January 2013. In January the CMC recorded only two suicide 

attacks.  

The insurgents also fired mortars and rockets killing two civilians. The direct combat 

with security forces proved fatal for the militants themselves as they lost 42 lives in retaliation 

by the security forces in 38 different physical assaults. At least 10 civilians besides 12 security 

personnel and 3 Razakars were also killed in such combats.   

ATTACK-WISE DETAILS IN FEBRUARY 2013 

S.# Nature of Attack No. of 

Inci-

dents 

Killed Injured 

SFP zR M C Total SFP zR M C Total 

 IEDs 31 5 0 0 116 121 18 1 0 297 316 

 Militants’ Assault 38 12 3 42 10 67 8 0 45 15 68 

 Suicide Attack 7 23 0 22 45 90 22 0 0 68 90 

 Mortar / Rocket Attack 9 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 11 11 

 Others  3 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 5 

GRAND TOTAL 40 3 64 173 280 53 1 45 391 490 40 
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Security Situation in Baluchistan 

 The data compiled by the CMC shows that eight districts of Baluchistan province 

witnessed various incidents of violent conflict during the month. These districts include 

Barkhan, Dalbandein, Dera Bugti, Nasirabad, Pasni, Qallat, Quetta and Turbat. Most of the 

districts witnessed low-intensity violence and ensuing deaths during the month. Quetta district 

remained the worst-hit area by violence where at least 86 people were killed and more than two 

hundred others injured in 5 different incidents. Quetta also witnessed the most lethal attack of 

the month in which 84 people were killed in a single incident. The attack was second of its kind 

on an ethnic minority group, Hazara community, in two successive months killing scores of 

people each time. The militants have killed at least 71 People in a twin suicide attack in 

January this year. After the attack, Hazara community had given in a days-over sit-in-protest 

until the acceptance of their demand of dismissal of provincial government and imposition of 

Governor Rule in Baluchistan. Since then, security arrangements were tightened up particularly 

for the minority Hazara community. However, the militants proved more smart and innovative 

than security forces as they were able to use a water tanker to smuggle in the huge explosives 

that they used to target innocent people including women and children.    

DISTRICT-WISE DETAILS OF VIOLENCE IN BALUCHISTAN IN FEBRUARY 2013 

S.# Nature of Attack No. of 

Inci-

dents 

Killed Injured 

SFP zR M C Total SFP zR M C Total 

.1  
Barkhan 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

2. 
Dalbandein 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

.3  
Dera Bugti 2 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 

.4  
Nasirabad 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 3 3 

.5  
Pasni 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

.6  
Qallat 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 3 

.7  
Quetta 5 0 0 0 86 86 0 0 0 207 207 

.8  
Turbat 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 

GRAND TOTAL 
14 1 0 0 89 90 5 0 0 210 215 

 

Security Situation in Khyber Pakhtunekhwa 

 The insurgency and counter-militancy related activities were noted in at least 13 

districts of Khyber PK province during the last month. The violent-hit districts included: 

Bannu, Carsadda, D. I. Khan, Hangu, Kohat, Laki Marwat, Lower Dir, Mardan, Tank, 

Nowshehra, Peshawer, Swabi, and Swat. Peshawar district once again topped the chart with 42 
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percent of anti-state violent incidents. The district witnessed one suicide attack, seven physical 

assaults and eight IED blasts by the militants. The provincial capital is once again facing 

constant militant threats. Ongoing operations in Khyber and Orakzai agency could not produce 

desired results for the security of provincial capital. Taliban has recently issued a threat to 

movie and mobile shops to stop selling ‘obscene’ material in Peshawar.  

Highest killings were reported in Hungo followed by Laki Marwat and Peshawar. In 

Hungu, 37 people including 30 civilians and 6 security personnel were killed. In Laki Marwat a 

single incident took lives of 35 people including 13 security personnel, 10 civilians and 12 

militants. At least 15 people including eight security personnel and five civilians were killed in 

Peshawar in 20 different incidents.    

DISTRICT-WISE DETAILS OF VIOLENCE IN KHYBER PK IN FEBRUARY 2013 

S.# Nature of Attack No. of 

Inci-

dents 

Killed Injured 

SFP zR M C Total SFP zR M C Total 

.1  
Bannu 6 0 0 6 1 7 1 0 0 0 1 

.2  
Charsadda 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

.3  
Dera Ismail Khan 3 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

.4  
Hangu 6 6 0 1 30 37 13 0 0 49 62 

.5  
Kohat 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

.6  
Laki Marwat 1 13 0 12 10 35 8 0 0 0 8 

.7  
Lower  Dir 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

.8  
Mardan 2 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

.9  
Tank 2 0 1 0 1 2 0 0 0 1 1 

.10  
Nowshehra 4 1 0 3 0 4 1 0 0 2 3 

.11  
Peshawar 20 8 0 2 5 15 5 0 0 29 34 

.12  
Swabi 2 1 0 3 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 

.13  
Swat 3 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

GRAND TOTAL 
52 30 2 29 48 109 28 0 0 81 109 

 

Security Situation in Fata 

 FATA continues to be the worst-hit area by militancy in the country. The insurgency 

and counter-militancy related activities were reported in at least six agencies of FATA and they 

included: Orakzai, Khyber, Kurram, Mohmand, North Waziristan and South Waziristan. 

However, Orakzai and Khyber remained the worst-hit Agencies by the violence during the 

month. The highest killings were reported in Orakzai Agency where 97 people including 70 

militants, 24 civilians and 3 security personnel were killed in 13 different incidents. In Khyber 
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Agency, 90 people including 77 militants, 8 civilians, a razakar and 4 security personnel lost 

their lives in 33 different incidents. The increased militants’ activities in Khyber Agency may 

be a point of serious concern for NATO forces in Afghanistan as the agency provides only 

route for their supplies through KPK.     

AGENCY-WISE DETAILS OF VIOLENCE IN FATA IN FEBRUARY 2013 

S.# Nature of Attack No. of 

Inci-

dents 

Killed Injured 

SFP zR M C Total SFP zR M C Total 

.1  
Orakzai Agency 13 3 0 70 24 97 3 0 6 58 67 

.2  
Khyber Agency 33 4 1 77 8 90 17 1 58 11 87 

.3  
Kurram Agency 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 

.4  
Mohmand Agency 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

.5  
NWA 1 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 4 

.6  
SWA 2 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 

GRAND TOTAL 
52 8 1 147 33 189 24 1 64 69 158 

 

The Suicide Attack on Political Leader(s) 

The militant also carried out seven suicide attacks during the month, taking lives of 45 

people and leaving 90 others wounded. All but one suicide attacks were carried out in KPK. In 

one of such attack, the motorcade of the Chief Minister of Khyber PK, Ameer Haider Khan 

Hoti, was targeted on his way in Mardan, when he was going to address a public rally on 

February 15. The attack had come a day after ANP had organized an All Parties Conference 

(APC) in Islamabad to get consensus and work out details of peace talks with militants in the 

province. The Chief Minister had escaped the attack and later on had termed it an effort to 

sabotage the peace initiative by the government.
1
  

Attacks on Religious Shrine(S) and Spiritual Leader(s) 

The militants have also targeted a religious shrine in interior Sind, which attracted 

massive wrath, and condemnation in various cities of the province. An implanted IED was 

exploded at the compound of Dargah (shrine) of Pir Hajan Shah Hazoori at Marri village in 

district Shikarpur, killing four people and leaving around a dozen other wounded. Among the 

injured also included the present custodian and living descendant, Gaddi Nasheen, Syed Hajan 

Shah.
2
 Various religious and political organizations staged protest demonstrations and observed 

                                                           
1
 http://dawn.com/2013/02/16/kp-chief-minister-hoti-escapes-suicide-attack/  

2
 Reportedly, Hajan Shah has died by the time this report is going to press.  
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mourning and strike in few areas of the province. They demanded a stern action against the 

militants. The sectarian tensions further arose in the province particular in interior Sind when a 

convoy of a local spiritual leader and custodian of Dargah Hussain Abad, Syed Ghulam 

Hussain Bhukhari, was hit by two IEDs, killing his grandson and leaving eight others injured. 

Bhukhari, also leader of the Hussaini Jamaat was among the injured. His convoy was attacked 

when he was going to address an annual religious / spiritual conference in a village in 

Jacobabad.
3
       

Arrests And Kidnappings 

The security forces continued to roundup suspected militants during the month. The 

forces arrested at least 129 suspected militants. The highest arrests were reported in FATA 

where security forces rounded up at least 112 militants, followed by 11 in Khyber PK and 5 

in Punjab. A suspected militant was also arrested in Baluchistan. 

Meanwhile, the insurgents kidnapped at least 6 people from different parts of the 

country. Out of them, 4 were kidnapped in FATA and 2 in Baluchistan.  

Winter Season Security Comparison 

This winter season (Dec. 2012 – Feb. 2013) took lives of 1116 people leaving 1630 

others injured in the country. The highest deaths were reported in January 2013 when number 

of total casualties rose to 486 from 229 in December 2012. When compared with the total 

deaths occurred in the winter season of the last year (Dec. 2011 – February 2012), there have 

been relatively less casualties in this winter. Last year, about fourteen hundred people were 

killed in the winter season (Dec. 2011 – Feb. 2012), reaching maximum to 574 in January 

2012. The first two months of the current year have claimed lives of about nine hundred people 

(887) and left more than twelve hundred others injured.  Last year, at least 1041 people were 

killed during the first two months. However, there was a gradual decline in the violence since 

April last year but this trend has been reversed from the first month of the current year and 

average killing in a single month has been significantly increased since the beginning of the 

current year. In the wake of upcoming general elections, it is feared that number of terrorist 

attack would further increase this year. Particularly the activities of the political parties and the 

election campaign by the key political leaders can become the soft targets for militants. 

                                                           
3
 http://dawn.com/2013/02/21/spiritual-leaders-grandson-killed-in-sectarian-attack/ and also 

http://www.samaa.tv/newsdetail.aspx?ID=61948  
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Realizing this threat, almost all political parties including ANP, once one of the most fervent 

champions of war on terrorism, now seems keen to have a peace deal with TTP, at least until 

the holding of general elections in the country.  The militants, however, are seemed to be 

determined to put further pressure on political parties through escalation of their activities in 

order to extract maximum concessions from political forces including release of key militants 

captured by the government agencies.  
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A Sudden Escalation in Militants’ Activities 

The militants have stepped up their activities ahead of announcement of election 

schedule in the country in a bid to pressurize the government and political parties to review 

their policy towards war on terror. A dramatic increase in causalities in militants’ activities has 

been observed during the last two months. The Conflict Monitoring Center has noted that a 

steady decline in militants’ activities and ensuing casualties was observed since April 2012 but 

now there has been a sudden increase in the number of casualties from January 2013. The total 

number of deaths in a single month had been dropped to under three hundred during all the 

months (except June) since April 2012 to December 2012. The relative peace in the country 

had provided the necessary conducive environment for political activities after which major 

political parties had initiated mass-contact campaign in the country. Meanwhile, a long march 

and peaceful dharna (sit-in) was organized by Tehreek-e-Minhaj-ul-Quran (TMQ) in the 

federal capital. In the meantime, the security alerts were issued by the federal and provincial 

governments followed by incidents of militancy in various parts of the country. Consequently, 

the death tolls in the militancy and counterinsurgency campaign in a single month suddenly 
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rose to over four hundred during the first two months of the current year, i.e. January and 

February 2013. About five hundred (486) people were killed in January and another four 

hundred (401) in February this year. In two successive months, civilian population of Hazara 

community was targeted twice, killing scores of people each time. Both incidents attracted 

widespread condemnation and strong reaction in the entire country particularly in Quetta where 

the protestors gave sit-in demonstrations until acceptance of their demands.  

The escalation in the incidents of violence has been construed by the political circles as 

part of the efforts of some elements to sabotage the process of forthcoming general elections in 

the country. Some political parties and individuals including those in the government have 

given the impression that some intelligence agencies were behind such activities as they do not 

want smooth transition of power / government and strengthening of the political process in the 

country for their vested interests. Some even believe that establishment wanted to use such 

incidents particularly those in Quetta to pave the way for a military operation in Baluchistan. 

However, some opposition parties believe that it was a ploy of the government to postpone the 

upcoming general elections on the plea of bad law and order situation and prolong its rule at 

least till the re-election of President Zardari by the present assemblies. Nevertheless, there also 

exists a third hypothesis, which seems more valid.  

The militant groups have intensified their activities just before the announcement of the 

election schedule in the country in order to put pressure on political parties and wrest maximum 

concessions. The pro-democratic parties want to hold free and fair elections on time at every 

cost but peace and order is essential for organizing general elections in the country. Being 

aware of it, the militants have decided to exploit this weakness of the political parties and 

increase their activities to force a peace deal. In December last year, the militants had killed 

Bashir Bilour, the Senior Provincial Minister and a top leader of the ruling Awami National 

Party in KPK after which Asfandyar Wali Khan, the party chief of ANP, had invited TTP to 

initiate a dialogue with the government. In order to move the process ahead, ANP has also 

organized an All Parties Conference (APC) followed by another APC convened by Jamiat 

Ulama-e-Islam (JUI) leader Maulana Fazal-ur-Rehman. In both the conferences, the 

participants have agreed to give peace a chance and start negotiations with TTP. Earlier, the 

TTP commanders had also expressed their willingness for peace talks provided that the leaders 

of three parties, i.e. JI, JUI and PML-N, give some guarantees. The leaders of these three 

parties have supported proposed peace talks with TTP. It is expected that TTP would be able to 

force some of its demands on the government before the forthcoming elections in the country.  
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Despite initiatives from political parties, Pakistani military is quite silent on the issue of 

dialogue with TTP. Initially the TTP has demanded guarantees from the leaders of above 

mentioned three political parties and said that military is not reliable for talks. It was a message 

that the militants want to undermine the role of Pakistani military which is in direct 

confrontation with TTP and Al-Qaeda in the conflict zone. Now the TTP has taken a U-turn 

and said that dialogue without Pak Army would be deficient. According to CMC’s sources 

Pakistani military is weighing the situation keenly and this time it wants that the political 

regime must shoulder responsibility of dealing with the menace of militancy. Military sources 

complain that political leadership has not taken the internal threat seriously and left the task of 

dealing with home grown militancy only to the security forces. Pakistani military has secured 

Swat almost three years ago but it is still forced to deploy its troops in the area as the civil 

administration has not devised a proper strategy to take the area back from Army and maintain 

law and order situation.  

Political Divide on Talks with TTP 

The political parties are divided on the issue of talks with TTP. There were two APCs 

organized by two different political parties on the issue of holding peace talks with TTP. The 

first APC was hosted by ANP and the second by the JUI (F), both driven by different motives 

and agendas. The move of ANP seems more a tactical one than a sincere effort for peace. ANP 

had contested the elections in 2008 promising that it would bring peace to the people of the 

province. However, after winning the election and making provincial government, it actively 

and vigorously participated in the war on terrorism, and made several sacrifices including those 

of its activists and leaders including Bashir Bilour, the senior Minister in KPK. The leadership 

of ANP time and again declared that it would fight terrorism till the death of its last member. 

However, just after the murder of Bashir Bilour and before the announcement of schedule of 

general elections, ANP has emerged as the key champion of the peace talks with Taliban. There 

are two considerations behind this move. First, ANP wants to regain support of the people of 

the province by posturing itself as an advocate of peace and leaving apart the apparently 

unpopular war on terror. Second, it appears that it would be far more difficult for ANP to run 

its election campaign in its power-base province, which is badly affected by insurgency. Due to 

their active support and vigorous participation in the war against terror, ANP leaders are the 

main targets of TTP, which can hunt them far more easily once they would be out of 

government and run mass-contacts campaign for upcoming elections. For these obvious 

reasons, at a temporary deal with TTP and peace in the province is urgent need of ANP due to 
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which it has become chief exponent of the talks with militants. Probably, due to the same 

reason, TTP has not taken its peace initiative more seriously. Since PPP and MQM do not have 

such urgency, therefore, they do not look too much enthusiastic towards any peace talks with 

Taliban. On the other hand, TTP has appreciated the APC organized by JUI which has since 

long been calling for giving “peace a chance”. The JUI led APC has entrusted a Tribal Jirga 

(TJ) to move the peace process forward. TJ is working on this agenda since mid of the last year 

and now it enjoys the confidence of PML-N, the main power contender, in the center. PML-N, 

JUI, and JI support peaceful solution of the present political and security problems in the 

country. However, PTI led by Imran Khan, the chief advocate of the peace talks with TTP, 

abstained from both APCs apparently on political reasons. On one hand, it considers both ANP 

and JUI as its main rivals in KPK and believes that both parties were insincere in peace talks 

with TTP. On the other hand, it fears that success of the conferences by these parties would 

deprive PTI of its advantageous position in KPK due to its well-established opposition to war 

on terror. The peace initiative by ANP and JUI can help them regain political support in the 

province, which would ultimately mean a political loss to PTI. Some other political / religious 

parties too did not participate in APCs and / or opposed peace talks with militants. It shows a 

regional as well as sectarian divide among the political parties on the issue. The pro-talks 

parties draw their support mainly from Pashtun areas in NWFP and Baluchistan while anti-talks 

parties have support in Sindh and to some extent in Punjab. The parties of Deobandi school of 

thought support talks with TTP but Shiah and Brailvi groups bitterly oppose it.  

Widening Sectarian Divide and Security Implications 

The terrorist attacks on ethno-sectarian minority group – Shiah Hazara community – in 

Baluchistan and a spiritual leader and a shrine in Sind has aggravated religious divide and 

sectarian hatred in the country. The Shiah and Brailvi groups have widely condemned such 

incidents and they want stern action against the militants. They desperately oppose any peace 

talks with militants claiming that it would give militants a time to respite and consolidate their 

positions. Nevertheless, some of these groups, are also backed by some foreign countries 

including the US who is trying to promote Sufi Islam in the region. Some Shiah groups are 

supported by Iran while anti-Shia groups are believed to be backed by Saudi Arabia. Iran and 

Saudi Arabia are believed to be fighting their proxy wars in several regional countries 

including Pakistan and recent killings, particularly those of Sunni Ulama in Karachi and of Shia 

community in Baluchistan, are the part of this war.  
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Conclusion 

The security threats are looming large ahead of election campaign in the country. The 

insurgents and sectarian organizations have intensified their activities to pressurize the 

political parties and government to accept their demands for the sake of peaceful elections 

in the country. The political and religious parties are divided on regional and sectarian lines 

on the issue of peace talks with TTP. The sectarian divide has further sharpened after 

increased attacks on Shiah community including ethnic minority in Baluchistan and shrines 

in Sind.   

 


